EURIPIDES
Death
What you propose, Phoebus, is to favor the rich.
Apollo
What is this? Have you unrecognized talents for debate?
Death
Those who could afford to buy a late death would buy it
then.
Apollo
I see. Are you determined not to do this for me?                   60
Death
I will not do it. And you know my character.
Apollo
I know it: hateful to mankind, loathed by the gods.
Death
You cannot always have your way where you should not.
Apollo
For all your brute ferocity you shall be stopped.
The man to do it is on the way to Pheres' house                  65
now, on an errand from Eurystheus, sent to steal
a team of horses from the wintry lands of Thrace.
He shall be entertained here in Admetus' house
and he shall take the woman away from you by force,
nor will you have our gratitude, but you shall still                  70
be forced to do it, and to have my hate beside.
Death
Much talk. Talking will win you nothing. All the same,
the woman goes with me to Hades' house. I go
to take her now, and dedicate her with my sword,
for all whose hair is cut in consecration                                75
bythis blade's edge are devoted to the gods below.
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